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Introduction:  This essay considers two different types of Supply and Demand charts.  One is 
economic and the other relates to your eternal destiny. 

 

Supply and Demand (and the effects of Inflation): 

Have you noticed a trend at the gas pump, on your grocery receipts, in your utility bills, 
restaurants, and other costs of living?  Prices are rising.  For most people, they are climbing at a 
higher rate than the increase (if any) in their income.  It’s because of inflation.  What’s the cause of 
that? 

In normal times, the price of items is largely determined by something called the law of 
supply and demand.  Simply put, people generally want to buy more of something when it costs less, 
but will typically buy less when something costs more.  Sellers want to provide more of something 
when the selling price is greater, but less when the price is smaller.   

Economists use “Supply and Demand” charts to depict the relationship between the 
amounts that sellers offer (Supply) and buyers want (Demand) at various prices.  When the “Supply” 
and “Demand” lines cross, like the point marked as “A” on the hypothetical example below, Supply 
and Demand are balanced and unit sales are maximized.  Above that price, there is surplus product 
(that goes unsold).  Below that price, there is a product shortage. 
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Of course, it is more complicated than just that.  Sellers must consider their own purchase 
cost (or manufacturing cost) when they set a price.  They have to consider their other operating 
costs (such as labor costs, selling and administrative costs, taxes and interest expense) and the 
investments they make in buildings, equipment and technology.  Sellers also have to consider their 
competition.  They balance all these factors in setting their price strategies.  Sellers want to pay their 
bills, stay in business and make a profit for their owners. 

Buyers consider factors other than just the price.  Personal preferences, quality, durability, 
etc.  For example, if the price of the life-saving drug for your child goes up 20%, will you buy less of 
the drug?  If the price of emulsified yak fat drops 50%, will you rush out and fill your shopping cart 
with it?  Buyers make trade-offs between purchase alternatives in order to live within their financial 
means.  There is a term “elasticity” that applies here- demand is less “elastic” when something is a 
necessity (e.g., gas to drive to work) and more “elastic” if it is something that is optional (such as 
going to the movies). 

This balancing of supply and demand is one of the ways that our economy balances 
production and consumption and sets pricing for goods and services.  But it is fragile and can be 
disrupted by cataclysmic outside forces (e.g., wars, plagues and natural disasters). 

Bad government policies are another disruptive force and are at the root of the current 
inflation plague.  Since 2020 Inauguration Day, various policy shifts and acts (some linked 
superficially to the Covid pandemic) have acted to decrease product supplies, increase costs for 
suppliers, and increase product demand.  The inflation rate is skyrocketing, especially on the 
everyday items needed by Americans. 

Lockdowns and other pandemic limitations, new regulations and executive orders, and 
bureaucratic incompetence are making it more difficult to get necessary materials and products.  
Reduced energy sources are compounding the problem.  Labor shortages (due to vaccine mandates 
and excessive unemployment benefits) are another factor, impacting production and service levels, 
shrinking the labor pool, and driving up labor costs.  Constipated ports and overwhelmed trucking 
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systems are delaying product deliveries.  Crime is skyrocketing.  Each month hundreds of thousands 
of illegal aliens cross our southern border, burdening our social programs.  All of these create higher 
costs of doing business and supply chain failures. 

Government transfer payments (e.g., stimulus payments and overly generous 
unemployment benefits) have temporarily given consumers more money to spend on a shrunken 
supply of products and services.  Various other big-government spending programs have been 
approved (and more are proposed) that inject more government spending into the economy, but 
with limited economic benefit to the country. 

The effects of these factors are demonstrated by the hypothetical Supply and Demand chart 
below.  As their costs increase and supply-chain problems occur, sellers want higher prices.  As 
consumers temporarily have more money, they want to buy more goods and services.  They may be 
willing to pay higher prices (but not necessarily the amounts the sellers seek).  Buyers find product 
shortages and become anxious.   Eventually a new balance of Supply and Demand occurs- at a higher 
price and potentially with fewer units sold than before, as depicted by point “B” on the hypothetical 
example shown below. 

 

This big-government spending spree is growing the federal budget deficit by trillions of 
dollars.  It is “funded” mostly through a combination of (1) increased government debt (as the debt 
ceiling is raised) and (2) excessive “printing” of money by the Federal Reserve.  Massive deficit 
spending feeds inflation and someday the bill will need to be paid (but progressives hope to push 
their socialist agenda through before Americans can see the looming danger and replace them). 

This beast needs to be stopped before it is too late.  My 2021 novel “The Great New Deal” is 
named after (fictional) future legislation to address a national existential crisis:  decades of deficit 
spending and “kicking the (debt) can down the road” have pushed the U.S. economy to a tipping 
point, where America risks a devalued dollar and hyperinflation like 1920s Germany, Zimbabwe 
(since 2007) and Venezuela (since 2014).  Will this fictional tale soon become reality before our 
eyes? 
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Supply and Demand (Eternal Destiny): 

“The Great New Deal” also presents another Supply and Demand chart.  It has nothing to 
do with economics, but is a graphical presentation of God’s End Times plan to rescue people from 
sin and eternal punishment.  Characters in the novel use the chart as a resource to understand the 
times they are living in and to share this information with others. 

This chart demonstrates the interaction between the “Supply of Sin” (the level of sin 
evidenced in humanity) and the “Demand for Salvation” (the level of people who are becoming 
new believers in Jesus Christ) for the time period beginning around 1960.  This chart presents the 
current global trends for this Supply and Demand, leading up to the next End Times events 
described in the Bible: the Rapture, Tribulation and Christ’s second coming.  Since 2010, the 
downward slide in America has accelerated.  Crime is rising while church attendance is down.  
Christians and Jews are being persecuted.  Truth is being overwhelmed by deceitful politicians and 
their accomplices in the media and Big Tech.  Totalitarian states and terrorist organizations 
menace the U.S. and its friends.  These are troubling times. 

The chart below visually answers the question, “What is God waiting for?  Why is He 
holding back on the promised “Day of the Lord?”  It also shows how the severity of the Tribulation 
judgments accelerates during the seven-year Tribulation (described in the Bible book of 
Revelation) to catch the attention of those who will choose Jesus and punish those who reject 
him.. 

God is always Holy.  He cannot and will not allow sin to go unpunished- He is always aware 
of the Supply of sin.  Because of His love and mercy, He has withheld judgment for thousands of 
years in favor of the Demand for salvation through Jesus.  Time does not control or constrain God, 
but He won’t withhold judgment forever.  When the Demand for salvation falls too low (in His holy 
view), even as the Supply of sin keeps climbing, God will apply a more forceful measure in the war 
against evil.  The primary purpose of the Tribulation is to increase the Demand for salvation (and 
thus to maximize the number of saved souls) before this battle is ended by the second coming of 
Jesus. 
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Only God knows the exact timing for the Rapture and the Tribulation to commence.  Only 
God is omniscient and omnipresent (all knowing and always present).  With holy precision, He has 
established His measurement scale for comparing Supply and Demand (this chart depicts 
directional trends but its scale is humanly imprecise).  But current trends and events suggest the 
Rapture and Tribulation are likely coming very soon. 

God still is offering sinners a limited-time opportunity to repent and turn to Jesus.  It may 
not be too late for another great Christian revival in America, though that seems quite unlikely 
based upon recent trends and developments.  The Old Testament of the Bible includes numerous 
examples of God withholding the judgment that was deserved, when His offer of mercy was 
accepted.  Other stories show the consequences of rejecting God’s offer.  Consider these: 

• (Genesis 6-7).  God instructed Noah to build the ark in a time of great worldwide sin.  The 
construction took about 100 years and Noah was a preacher of righteousness, but nobody 
outside of Noah’s family heeded God’s warning, and all mankind was swept away by the 
flood, except for Noah and his family. 

• (Genesis 18-19).  God alerted Abraham of His plan to rescue Lot and destroy the 
abominably sinful Sodom.  Abraham pleaded with God, who allowed He would spare the 
city if only ten righteous people were found there.  Though Lot pleaded with others in the 
city, there were not ten righteous people.  Just Lot and his two daughters were spared.  
The others in Sodom shunned God’s offer of mercy and were destroyed. 
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• (Jonah 1-3).  Jonah resisted God’s command to go and preach to the people of Nineveh, 
whose great wickedness was known to God (and Jonah).  Ultimately, he followed God’s 
instructions and preached a message of warning and a call for repentance.  The people 
heeded this message, turned from their evil ways, and God did not bring destruction upon 
them that day. 

 

The New Testament provides further powerful examples of God’s mercy and grace.  
Consider these from the Gospel of Luke: 

• (Chapter 15).  Jesus taught using this parable:  A son demanded his inheritance be paid in 
advance.  The son rejected his loving father and went far away from him.  The son 
squandered the blessing on sinful living and then fell into hard times.  The hard times 
reminded him of his loving father and he repented.  The son returned home, confessed his 
sins, and his return was celebrated by his loving father, who described the son as one 
returned from death, and as one who was lost, but found again. 

• (Chapter 23).  Two thieves were crucified alongside the cross of Jesus;  all three men 
would die that day.  Both thieves witnessed the actions and words of Jesus from the cross.  
One thief hurled insults at Jesus, but the other recognized the truth in the sign which read:  
This is the King of the Jews.  This thief rebuked the other. He confessed that he was a 
sinner deserving of punishment.  He proclaimed that Jesus had done no wrong (i.e., was 
sinless).  He likely expected Jesus would die that same day, but he asked Jesus, “remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.”  (This thief recognized that Jesus was indeed the 
King and would have power even after his death.)  Jesus answered this sinner, “I tell you 
the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Though God will ultimately judge and punish all sin, He has provided the one merciful path 
to avoid such punishment and gain eternal life.  Jesus Christ has taken on the punishment that is 
rightfully yours and freed you from death’s sting, but only if you accept His gift.  Do not hesitate, 
no sins are too great for God’s mercy, when they are covered by the blood of His beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ.  This is the best Christmas gift you will ever receive! 

 

Merry Christmas, 
Mark Tredecim    December 16, 2021 


